EDUCATION FUND REPORT: 2007-2008

Evon Gotlieb, Chair


WHAT IS THE ED FUND AND WHY DO WE HAVE IT?

The League of Women Voters of Los Angeles Education Fund (Ed Fund) is a 501(c)(3) organization with its own bylaws and board of directors.  It raises tax deductible money to fund the League’s many educational (non-advocacy or lobbying) activities. Its board of directors includes six members from the League board, plus professional and business representatives, past League leaders, and other civic-minded people.

HOW DOES THE ED FUND RAISE MONEY?  Following are the Ed Fund’s key fundraising activities for the 2007-2008 League year: 

Carrie Chapman Catt “Celebrating Leadership” Awards Dinner – More than 200 members and friends of the League cheered the awardees and basked in the heartwarming praise for the League offered by the evening’s speakers. The Dinner Committee, co-chaired by Carryl Carter and Renee Chanon (for the fourth year!), worked all year to plan and promote the event.  Award winners (and presenters) included: 

· Ann Reiss Lane (Assemblyman Mike Feuer); 

· Ed Avila (City Councilwoman Wendy Greuel); 

· Marlene Canter (former LAUSD Superintendent Roy Romer); 

· Kathay Feng (County Registrar/Recorder Conny McCormack); and 

· Verizon (City Councilman Ed Reyes).

Civic Society – Six years ago, Susan F. Rice and the late Willie Campbell founded the Civic Society to: (1) promote “civil discourse on civic matters”; and (2) encourage contributions to the Ed Fund of $1,000 or more each year.  Contributors receive two complimentary tickets to the annual awards dinner and invitations during the year to  salons in private homes, including a light supper and a speaker on a timely topic.  This year’s events included:

· July 18: LAPD Chief William Bratton at the home of Ann Reiss Lane.  The Chief, who was accompanied by his wife, attorney and TV commentator Rikki Klieman, spoke about a variety of law enforcement issues regularly making headline news.

· October 25: A discussion about Robert Putnam’s most recent research related to his earlier “Bowling Alone” thesis by frequent Los Angeles Times Opinion Section contributor, Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient, and renowned political science professor, James Q. Wilson, at the home of Helaine Blatt.  

· January 24: An entertaining and enlightening forecast of the February 5 Presidential Primary by Democratic campaign consultant Darry Sragow and his Republican counterpart, Dan Schnur.  

· May 20: A discussion of the current status of civil rights in America, featuring Donzaleigh Abernathy, daughter of the late Reverend Ralph Abernathy, actress and author of a recent book on civil rights, at the home of Marcia Volpert.

Contributions, Bequests and Grants – League members and other admirers of the League support the organization through bequests, planned giving and tax-deductible contributions to the Ed Fund.  In addition, proposals often result in grants to fund specific projects, including:

· The John Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation grant to write, produce and distribute 14,000 copies of Los Angeles: Structure of a City Government; 

· A Verizon grant to underwrite the Running and Winning high school civic leadership program for the current year and for the next; and 

· A Gas Company grant to fund the Guide to Government.

Investments – A joint committee of the League and the Ed Fund worked throughout the year to develop an investment policy designed to maximize the return on our reserve funds. The policy will be implemented in the coming weeks.

HOW ARE ED FUND MONIES SPENT? The Ed Fund Board is charged with ensuring that the funded projects are appropriate (only educational activities are allowed) and monitoring the projects for compliance with the terms of the gift or grant.  This year’s Ed Fund-sponsored programs include:

· August 20: A distinguished panel discussed rehabilitation and re-entry problems of inmates and parolees at a day-long event called Revolving Door III held at LA Trade Tech Community College.

· September 8 – 16: Through a grant from the LWVUS/Open World Program, the League hosted, educated and entertained four delegates from Russia. The focus was on health care and social services in Los Angeles.

· December 7: A League Day as part of the study on the Los Angeles Police Department featured LAPD Assistant Chief Jim McDonnell and tours of the new SID (crime lab) facilities and the Elysian Park Police Academy.

· November 3: A League Day on Election Integrity and changes in election law featured Los Angeles City Clerk Frank Martinez.

· November 9: Running and Winning, the hugely successful Verizon-sponsored program brought 60 students together from 10 LA-area high schools.  At the day-long event at the LA Area Chamber of Commerce, six teams of 10 student interviewed current and former elected officials, developed pro or con campaigns on a current public policy issue and ended the day by delivering a rousing campaign speech. 

· April 10: A Homelessness and Affordable Housing League Day at Immanuel Presbyterian Church featured Councilman Bill Rosendahl and a panel of experts discussing the vexing challenge of housing in the City of Angels.

· Studies of a variety of issues were presented at unit meetings, included Immigration, Education, Housing/Homelessness, LAPD, City Finance, and Jail/Prison Reform.

· Voter Service helped to inform and engage our members and the community through nonpartisan Voter Registration, Election Guides, Candidate Forums, a Ballot Measure Speakers Bureau, a Telephone Hot Line, and the SmartVoter Web site.  
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