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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE...

Spring is a time when this League looks to
budget its resources for the coming year. It is a
given that members are our most valuable
resource — they build the agenda, power it with
organization, management and engagement in
everything we accomplish, and provide funds to
support the infrastructure of achievement. Our
staff, office, event sites, tapings, equipment,
printing and promotion are equally necessary to
sustain our mission and to expand it. Are these
resources separate or connected?

As members, you will be thinking about and
approving our budget come the Annual Meeting
in June. For several years, Board members,
both on the League side and the Education
Fund side, have been focused on creating a
healthy fiscal future by making our financial
resources grow and by minimizing our
expenses.

On the expense side, we now have all our
League portfolios and committees submitting
individual budgets. In this way, we can project
our expenses accurately; we can be sure that
the budget reflects member/committee
priorities; and we can gain the benefit of direct
responsibility for management and the
opportunity for real creativity from our leaders.

Income raised on the League side is valuable
because it fully supports our general expenses.
Mission linked income is even more precious.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (conr,)

An important source is secure again as we
have just received a three year renewal of the
contract to manage the elections for the Los
Angeles Housing Authority. In addition, our
Election Management Committee is receiving
more requests for conducting residence
association and organizational elections for
which we charge a fee. An example of this is
the request for LWV Los Angeles to count the
ballots of a CSU system wide, union vote.
While membership dues are significant in
supporting other levels of League, the portion
left to our local League cannot begin to meet
expenses.

On the income side, we also rely on the
Education Fund Board, whose mission it is to
raise funds in support of our education projects.
A portion of these funds supports the infra-
structure of those enterprises. Expectations
have been exceeded on revenues from our
Annual Awards Dinner in February. Our Civic
Society level of subscription is expanding
among members and nonmembers who value
the League’s contribution to community
engagement, as well as enjoy the chance to
talk with and learn from leaders in a social
setting. Furthermore, the Education Fund is
developing investment policies to maximize
income from our reserves.

Another good source of income is found in
grants. The Education Fund authorizes grants,
but it is member expertise that has linked grants
from a number of funding sources to projects
that not only convene and educate people on
public policy and voting issues, but have
stretched this League into diverse communities
and partnerships. These grants fund mission,
support infrastructure, promote member
engagement, and position the League within an
audience of potential members.

Consequently, membership and financial
support complete a circle, that if unbroken,
signifies a sustained and expanding future
within the League. Remember this as you look
to our budget. Remember this as you consider
your point of support in our connected
resources.

-Liza White, President
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FROM THE EDITOR...

Throughout the year League members work to
register, educate and inform voters on the
issues that affect them. Providing quality,
nonpartisan voter education is one of our most
important and well-known activities. LWVLA
members are out in the field today, as | write,
poll watching and providing information to
voters. Our members study, plan, inform,
educate and empower, not just during elections
but every day of the year. The VOTER can
serve as a tool to expand the influence of this
effective civic engagement to our members our
community and across organizational
boundaries.

A measurable outcome of the VOTER'’s
influence is shown in this letter just arrived from
Japan. One of our members, active not only in
League but also in Sister Cities International
shared the VOTER with a young student visiting
from Japan who wrote:

“I read the League of Women Voters Special
Edition Newsletter. Now | understand more
what you do in LWV. The activity of LWV was
broader than | thought. | copied

the Newsletter and showed it to my
classmates. They looked surprised, because
few Japanese women are interested in
government...”

Miwako Tomomatsu, 17, Nagoya, Japan”

Members do the work and the VOTER tells the
tale.

-Lynn Crandall, VOTER Editor
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MARCHING ORDERS

(Judicial I ndependence Forum)

In addition to last month’s comprehensive review of the Judicial Independence forum by Lilyanne Ohanesian and
Zhita Rea, there was another topic that needs our vigorous attention . Running throughout the forum was a
recurring theme that resonated with all of the League members present, and hopefully the many non-Leaguers as
well. That theme was in order to maintain the independence of thejudiciary, let alone understand why that is
important — it isimperative that we align ourselves with other organizations to restore the teaching of civicsin the
school systems. Far beyond the one semester of government required in LAUSD high schools, all speakers
implored usto revive the teaching of civics throughout all public education programs.

I ntense audience concentration at Judicial I ndependence Forum, January 27, 2007

It was generally understood that most education about the judicial system today is gained by watching the
television programs such as“24”, “Law and Order”, etc. The judges, lawyers, and defense teams are portrayed as
dleazy or dumb and participate in very unorthodox methods of conduct. Many folks of all ages believe that is how
thereal justice system works. In order to inculcate the Rule of Law as a standard for which this country stands,
the panelists felt very strongly that teaching must begin very early.

Our first panel discussed the problems facing the judiciary today. Many of these problems could be traced to a
pervasive lack of understanding of what the role of the judiciary isintended to be. This*most fragile but
important of the three branches,” asindicated by Judge Smerling, is so misunderstood that clearly many people do
not understand the history of the constitution or the origination of the court system.

JusticeKlein recalled a*“Civicsfor Kids’
program that might be emulated. Shefelt that
| wehaveareal obligation to teach basic
OIS  principles that govern our society. Justice
Cooper lamented the constant judgments being
made by TV “pundits’ who are neither
knowledgeabl e about the law, nor actual

_ participantsin a court case. Many thought that
Judge Smerling, Dean Burcham, Prof. lldes, | | wy could address the unruly “government by
JusticesKlein and Cooper initiative” which has complicated the state
government. Many of these initiatives are
uncongtitutional and require endless lawsuits.

LEAGUE OF

WOMEN VOTERS?
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And education need not be dull and boring as we found with
Justice Epstein’s captivating review of the California courts
origination, “When the West Was Indeed Wild and Woolly.” He
entertained us with stories of the tumultuous beginnings of the
court system when Californiawas not really ready to establish

such asystem. The tumultuous years of name-calling, shooting,
dlugfests, and intrigue evolved into the judicial system we have

today. A brief study of early laws made by bigots and fraudulent
folks would perhaps instill more respect in the current system of

the Rule of Law.

Justice Epstein

The afternoon panel continued the theme of the need to raise the knowledge base of our system of government.
Justice Epstein thought the lack of emphasis on history, civics, and government was very much influenced by the
fact that these are not the subjects being tested nationally. Some felt we might influence the mediato use events
as Teaching Moments to really educate the public on the justice system and what it can and cannot do, perhaps

what itsroleredly is.
Professor Reynoso indicated he
was surprised to find some
legislators did not believe that
the justice system had the right,
let alone the responsibility, to
rule that a statute was actually
uncongtitutional, even though
passed by the legidature and
signed by the governor. The
justice felt that many of the
special interest groups who
attack thejudicial system have
no idea of therole of the
third branch of government.

Attorney Van de Kamp suggested
that we have alack of resourcesto
improve the system. Attention must
be paid to the fact that our youth are
not being educated in understanding
our need for impartiality. Thereis
not alarge bench of young people,
especialy of diverse backgrounds,
in the pipeline ready to take up the
positions on the court or in the lega
profession.

Justice Epstein, Prof Reynoso, Attorneys

Rohde and Van de Kamp, Publisher
Grace, Judge Cherness

Attorney Rohde suggested that we
al should be ambassadors for “fair
and impartia” judiciaries. This
information should be spread
throughout al of our associates,
friends, organizations to which we
belong, schools, PTAs, etc. We
need public education of the true
nature of independence of the third
branch. Talk about this conference,
pass along what you have learned,
talk about what is on the ballot—
certainly words Leaguerslive by.

All indl, it was acall to action, a suggested marching order to bring back civics and government education to our

schooals.

A great time was had by all.

Jean Thomson ,

Program Planning Co-Chair
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WHAT'S HAPPENING WITH
OUR UNITS ?

We're growing! Our League presently consists
of eight daytime units, an evening unit in the
Valley, a soon-to-be evening unit on the
Westside, and a potentially new unit formed
from a merger with another local League -
potentially 11 units spread all over town!

With more units, a couple being added in the
evening, more members can attend and
potential members can see what League is
about. Increasing our membership and
visibility in the community is key to city wide
League effectiveness.

League units provide monthly programs
between September and May. The Program
Committee works to provide speakers at all unit
meetings. An increase in ballot measures on
the election slates and additional elections,
require Voter Service Committee to provide
speakers for these unit programs. The
Program Committee sends out the call - We
need members to prepare and present Unit
Programs. Members may simply help prepare,
others may drive to the units and speak, some
may do both.

Suggested guidelines: Each unit will provide a
discussion leader for unit programs. Outside
speakers expect an audience of at least 15 and
League speakers expect an audience of at least
8. When units present their own programs,
Program Committee, through study chairs and
Voter Service Committee, will be responsible to
provide appropriate and timely material to the
discussion leader by the 20" of the prior month.

Expanding vs. Traditional Units — Increasing
membership is a prime goal. An expanding unit
is dedicated to increasing membership and
ensuring new members are effectively involved.
At the beginning of the year, each unit elected
to be Expanding or Traditional. Expanding
units agreed to meet in a public place and
advertise meetings.

APRIL 2007

What about units outside L.A.? - When the
Program topic is specifically for the city of Los
Angeles, units with membership in neighboring
cities should consider covering the same or a
related topic within their own community,
providing their own leadership for discussion or
outside speakers. If appropriate, materials from
L.A. can be supplied for use as examples.

| plan to present a proposal regarding these
issues for approval at the April Board Meeting.
To do this, | need member and unit input by
March 26. | look forward to hearing from you at
hrterris@aol.com or 818 784-0482.

-Helene Terris, Unit Coordinator

ELECTION MANAGEMENT

It was a cold and blustery day on December 27,
2006 with the Christmas sales slowing down,
but the lights were still blazing. The holiday
may have been in some minds, but the LWV
was still in action.

Felita and Milton Waxman and Nancy Arnheim
contracted our services to the Community
Development Commission Housing Authority of
L.A. County to hold an election at their Marina
Del Rey site from 1 to 5 in the afternoon and
then counted their ballots at 5:00 p.m. when the
polls closed. We had witnesses to watch us
count, and then along with us, certified that it
was a proper and legal election. This earned
the LWVLA a substantial honorarium to make
our holiday even more cheerful.

If your condominium or organization needs
people to oversee their election, let us know.
New rules were made last year and often
people need to know that we do this type of
work. Democracy supports elections and so
does the League.

-Nancy Arnheim, Election Mgt. Co-chair

6



LWVLA VOTER

POLLWATCHING

| spent a good part of March 6 (our last election
day — remember?) watching polls. In fact, |
visited about fifteen of them.

Polls are public places and anyone with an
interest can enter and observe. Traditionally,
party workers have visited polls to check the list
of who's voted so far. Then they go out and try
to bring in, or entice, additional voters
committed to their candidate. Nonpartisan poll
watchers look for violations of election law, or
just try to make sure that things are running
smoothly.

Several years ago the Culver City Unit was
asked to watch polls in a municipal election
where people were worried that the
homeowners hosting a particular polling place
would be campaigning on site for 'their’ city
council candidate. I've been pollwatching ever
since.

Pollwatching is easy. You can start by just
keeping your eyes open when you go to your
own polling place. You don’t have to stay long.
Any problems you happen to see should be
reported to the election official in charge.

Problems to watch for include:
-electioneering within 100 feet of the polling
place entrance,

- voters or pollworkers wearing campaign
buttons or taking campaign material into the
polling place,

- more than one person in a voting booth,
unless the extra person is needed to help the
voter mark his/her ballot,

- equipment failures,

- missing personnel,

- missing bi-lingual or multi-lingual services
where mandated.
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Recently the L.A. City Election Division and L.A.
County Registrar of Voters offices have put
together kits of resource material for poll
watchers. These typically include a letter
identifying you to the Inspector on duty as a
pollwatcher representing the League of Women
Voters. I've watched polls for years without
such a letter, but it's a nice thing to have if you
encounter an Inspector who doesn®know that
pollwatching is a time-honored activity.

If you@e not working at the polls in the next
election, | hope you® consider being a
pollwatcher. It's an easy and mostly enjoyable
commitment to the smooth running of the
election process.

For more info on poll watching please contact
me by e-mail (talbwhite @yahoo.com) or phone
(310-397-4970).

- Frances Talbott-White, Voter Service
Director

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
T-SHIRT AD

LWV Los Angeles T-shirts are available.

Be a walking advertisement for LWVLA, wear
them with pride to your exercise, yoga class or
morning walk. These are lightweight cotton,
short sleeve shirts that have our name and logo
printed on the front and website printed on the
back. Sizes available: Medium-XXL. Call the
office (213-368-1616) and Nima will take your
order. Shirts are $10 apiece.
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KUDQOS, CONFETTI AND
SHORT RIBS

“Celebrating Leadership” Awards Dinner
Scores a Big Hit!

Whether your pet passion is public policy
research, environmental protection at the Port
of Los Angeles, expanding Latino voter
outreach, improving the diverse communities
that make up downtown LA, or enhancing the
cultural and historic institutions of Little Tokyo,
you had much to cheer for at the League’s
“Celebrating Leadership” awards dinner
February 28.

More than 200 League members, civic leaders,
business people, and their friends and
associates gathered at the Omni Hotel on a
cold and blustery evening to honor this year's
League award-winners. Val Zavala, KCET's
moderator of the award winning newsmagazine
Life and Times, was the evening’s emcee. She
charmed the audience and maintained a lively
pace, delighting everyone by concluding the
program on time.

Awards and awardees included the following

(presenters listed in parentheses):
Founders’ Award: Jane Pisano, Ph.D., on
behalf of the John Randolph Haynes and
Dora Haynes Foundation (Raphael
Sonenshein, Ph.D., CSU-Fullerton
professor of political science)
Corporate Leadership Award: Douglas P.
Morgante on behalf of Maersk Line
(California State Senator Alan Lowenthal)
Civic Service Leadership Award: Irene Y.
Hirano, President/CEO, Japanese American
National Museum and National Center for
the Preservation of Democracy (George
Takei, Actor, Chairman Emeritus and
Director Emeritus, respectively, of above
boards)
Voter Participation Leadership Award:
Jorge Delgado on behalf of Univision KMEX
34 (Arturo Vargas, Executive Director,
National Association of Latino Elected and
Appointed Officials)
Political Leadership Award: Los Angeles
City Councilmember Jan Perry (Maureen
Kindel, senior managing director, GCG
Rose & Kindel)
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Following a warm welcome from League
President Liza White and Education Fund Chair
Evon Gotlieb — and a repeat visit from Suffragist
Susan B. Anthony, who bore a striking
resemblance to Education Fund Vice Chair
Renee Chanon — dinner was served. In a
departure from the usual chicken-or-fish, guests
savored a tasty entrée of beef short ribs,
vowing to return to calorie and cholesterol-
counting the next day.

We appreciate the evening’s sponsors: the
Haynes Foundation, AT&T, Southern California
Gas Company, Japanese American National
Museum, National Center for the Preservation
of Democracy, Maersk Line, Majestic Realty
Co., Wells Fargo, Univision 34, the Aratani
Foundation, SFR Consulting, GCG Rose &
Kindel, Team CFO, Time Warner Cable, City
National Bank, Verizon and USC.

Thanks go to the Dinner Committee, co-chaired
by Carryl Carter and Renee Chanon and
including Helaine Blatt, Jane Goichman, Evon
Gotlieb, Joy Picus, Susan Rice, Lois Saffian,
Gerry Sallus and Liza White. A special salute
to Past President Cindy O’Connor, who —
despite knee surgery just five weeks earlier —
created colorful centerpieces featuring photos
of the honorees, which she arranged atop
sparkling confetti on each table. And for
making everything run smoothly, we are
grateful to Special Events Coordinator Melissa
Richardson-Banks and the League’s untiring
staff, Ellen Glettner and Nima Long.

Thanks to all who supported the event, making
it the most successful yet and enabling the
League to forge ahead with its 85-year tradition
of informing voters and encouraging their
participation in government.

-Evon Gotlieb, Chair,
LWVLA Education Fund
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THE LEAGUE'SEDUCATION

FUND:

WHAT ISIT AND WHY DO WE

>0

>0

>0

>0

HAVE IT?

What is the League’s Education Fund?
The League’s Education Fund is a 501
(c) 3 organization, unlike the League

itself, which is a 501 (c) 4 organization.

What's the difference between a 501 (c)
3 organization and a 501 (c) 47?
Contributions to the Education Fund — a
501 (c) 3 — are tax deductible;
contributions to the League are not.

Why aren’t contributions to the League
tax deductible? It's a nonpartisan,
educational organization.

Yes, the League is a honpartisan,
educational organization. The League
also advocates in support or opposition
to ballot measures or other civic issues
on which its members have reached
agreement. Because of this advocacy
activity, the League does not qualify as
a 501 (c) 3 tax-deductible organization.

What does the Education Fund do?
The Education Fund raises money to
support the League’s educational
activities, such as voter service and
studies of government. The money
cannot be used for the League’s
advocacy activities.

Who oversees the Education Fund?
The Education Fund has its own bylaws
and its own Board of Directors.

How is the Board selected?

The bylaws have two requirements to
ensure continuity between the two
Boards: (1) The Education Fund Chair
must be either the League’s President
or its First Vice President; and (2) Six
members of the Education Fund Board
must also be League Board Members,
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appointed by the President. The
Education Fund Board also has a
Nominating Committee, which brings
recommendations to its Board for the
selection of other Board Members and
Officers.

Who are the Education Fund Board
Members?

Currently, the six League Board
Members who also serve on the
Education Fund Board are: First Vice
President Evon Gotlieb, who chairs the
Education Fund Board, President Liza
White, Vice President Cecilia
Schlesinger, and League Board
Members Helaine Blatt, Barbara
Braunstein, and Elizabeth Ralston.

All other Education Fund Board
Members serve three-year terms and
are put forth by the Nominating
Committee and elected by the Board.
They include former League leaders:
Carryl Carter, Renee Chanon, Cindy
O’Connor, Susan Rice and Lois Saffian.

Other Education Fund Board Members
represent the business and professional
communities. They include Gerald
Sallus, a retired attorney; Carrie
Hidding, CPA, who heads TeamCFO,
Inc.; Elva Lima, Vice President of
Strategic Programs at Verizon; Sara
Buenabad, Vice President at City
National Bank; John Donner, regional
Vice President at AT&T; Stephen J.
Kaufman, Kaufman Downing LLP; and
Maureen Kindel, Senior Managing
Director at GCG Rose & Kindel.

-Evon Gotlieb, Chair,

LWVLA Education Fund



LWVLA VOTER

CANDIDATE FORUMS

LWVLA participated in three candidate forums
for the March 6 election and each one was
highly significant in a different way:

1. A Pilot Project for LACCD

For the L.A. Community College District Board
of Trustees election, where ten candidates were
running for four 'at large’ seats, we conducted a
videoconference involving several LACCD
campuses. Lynn Lowry, chair of LWVLA's
Community College Study Committee,
moderated from the Professional Media
Resource Center at L.A. Valley College, where
all ten candidates gathered on February 20.

The LACCD video forum was viewed
simultaneously at L.A. City College, East

L.A. College, Harbor College, L.A. Trade Tech,
and the LACCD District Office. Technical and/or
administrative problems prevented participation
at other campuses. This was a ’pilot’
experience for practically all participants, and
we expect to build on it in future LACCD
elections.

2. A Calming Influencein CD 7

On February 9 LWVLA conducted a more
traditional forum for candidates in L.A. City
Council District 7. Co-sponsored by a
consortium of Neighborhood Councils in the
Sylmar area and co-moderated by yours truly
and Neighborhood Council Commissioner
Javier Angulo, it brought out a crowd of

at least 200, most of whom were obviously
committed to one or another of the candidates.

Held at Olive Vista Middle School in Sylmar, the
CD 7 forum featured a color guard of LAPD
Explorers, a young soloist performing the
national anthem, and the use of simultaneous
translation equipment. Marilyn Johnson,
LWVLA'’s Candidate Forum Chair, provided a
great deal of preliminary guidance to the Sylmar
Neighborhood Council. LWVLA was able to
maintain civility and decorum in what could
have been a highly divisive atmostphere.
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3. Consciousness Raising in the City of
Commerce

On February 7 we collaborated with LWV/LAC
(County) to conduct a City Council candidate
forum for the City of Commerce. Location was
Stevens Steakhouse, sponsor was the
Commerce Industrial Council, and moderator
was Margo Reeg, Voter Service Director for
LWV/LAC.

An audience of about 80 Commerce residents
and business owners enjoyed a plentiful snack
buffet while three of five candidates for two
offices answered questions which were mostly
generated beforehand by the Industrial Council.
In recent years, residents of Commerce have
not taken much interest in their municipal
elections. This year, however, they had a

23% voter turnout, contrasted with 8% in the
City of Los Angeles (both percentages based
on unofficial election night returns). I like to
think that our participation in the candidate
forum helped increase voter awareness of the
issues.

-Frances Talbott-White, Voter Service
Director

LWVLA ANNUAL MEETNG
SATURDAY, JUNE 16

To prepare for this meeting,
we are asking anyone who has
been a member for 50 years
this year to notify the office at
213-368-1616.
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ELECTION INTEGRITY

At LWVLA® January Program Planning
meeting, members voted overwhelmingly

to recommend &lection IntegrityGas an issue for
education and advocacy. Good title: what does
it mean? We® need to define it before the
Board can decide to recommend it for approval
by the members at our Annual Meeting in June.

The public has been increasingly vocal in its
concerns about the election process. But with
election laws determined by each state and
each county, the issues we face may be quite
different than what is reported in the

national press. It is also a fast changing arena.
A new election security bill (HR 811) has been
introduced by Rep. Holt and it is being hotly
debated nationwide. Some states are
considering abandoning their electronic voting
equipment while voter ID requirements continue
to be debated almost everywhere.

We need to identify the critical Election Integrity
issues for our city and identify the activities we
can engage in to promote every citizen’s

right to vote and have that vote counted. Two
activities being implemented now under the
auspices of LWVLA® Voter Service Committee
are poll monitoring and observing the vote
counting process. To learn more about

our plans, or to join this exciting and timely
effort, contact Margie Engel
(marjette@earthlink.net; 818/766-3469) or
Frances Talbott-White

(talbwhite @yahoo.com; 310/397-4970).

-Margie Engel, LWVLA Board Member
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MEMBERSHIP

We welcome

Janna Sidley
Rosalind Tyson
Joan Washington
Frances Zielinski

Lee Draper

Mort Engelberg
Arnona Horowitz
Marilyn Resnick
Elizabeth Rossbacher

PATRON

Marcia Harrow

EDUCATION FUND
Lillian Laskin

Sidney Stern Memorial Trust

Elinor Turner Liliana Vogt

CIVIC SOCIETY
Jerry & Marcia Edelman
Margie Engel
Marcia & Richard Volpert

TRIBUTES

In honor of Irma & Elliot Silverstein,
50" Wedding Anniversary
by Bette & Gerry Sallus

In honor of Gerry Sallus (Special Birthday) by
Jan Nathanson

To George Brenner, for your continuing
recovery, from Barbara Braunstein

In memory of Charlotte Child by
Helene Terris, Marcia Edelman, Betty Trotter,
Lucile Shimon and Blanche Wentworth.
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